
1                  Spirit  of Unity    2021

December 2021
How to stay centered no matter what.

Dear Friends,

Can you believe it !? We?re at  the end of the year and 
standing on the precipice of a new one. December is a t ime 
to ref lect  on the year past  before we dive into an unknown 
future. For many, it?s a t ime to ref lect  on Christmases past : 
holidays shared with family, friends and loved ones. 46 
years ago, Unity of Olympia celebrated its f irst  Christmas at  this 
current  locat ion, some 20+ years after they began meet ing.

Last  Christmas Unity of Olympia had it?s f irst  year of holiday services 
st reamed through the magic and science of the internet . This year 
we?ll be able to meet  in person AND provide sacred services to those 
who stay at  home. What  a blessing to be able to move into the 21 st  
century so that  we can share our message of posit ive spiritual living 
with people no mat ter where they are!

Our theme during the year has been How to Stay Centered No 
Matter What! Repeatedly I?m reminded of the physics of the 
bicycle. It  appears to be centered but  the t ruth is that  lit t le 
adj ustments have to be made cont inuously while riding a bike, 
otherwise the rider loses their center and the bike falls. The same is 
t rue for us. This year?s focus on the Twelve Powers has provided us 
with tools for the adj ustments our souls require to experience a 
more centered life.

This month, during the celebrat ion of Christmas and Hanukkah and 
the Winter Solst ice, our at tent ion is brought  to the innate power of 
Life as one of our tools for returning to center. Our aff irmat ion 
comes from Unity World Headquarters:

Life is the infinite endowment of God, and eternal life is 
happening now.

During the darkness of winter we celebrate Life with candles. Each 
light  is a representat ion of the Life of God within us as the Christ  
light ; the community Life of God ref lected in the menorah; and the 
t ranscendent  Life of God in the solst ice experience. This holiday 
season, may you be aware of the Life of God living in you as the 
light  of the world. May you be the blessing you wish to see in our 
world.

Love and Peace ? Reverend Terry

Sunday Celebrat ion 
Services 10 a.m.

Broadcasts and recordings 
are available on our 

website under the Media 
tab

Rev. Terry Murray, Minister

Board Members:

Nancy Camenzind, Chair

Dennis Godwin, Vice-Chair

Paul Swanda, Treasurer

Greg Psalt is, Secretary

Cynthia Dallas, Member

Staff Team Members:

Janene Cummings, Music Director

Lisa Pet r ich, Youth Educat ion

Marlisa Hollinger, Bookkeeper

Jessica Mart ino, Off ice Admin.

Unity of Olympia 
Off ice hours:

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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Sundays in the Sanctuary

Sunday Services |  10:00am

At tendance at  services in the sanctuary require masks at  all 
t imes and social distancing is st rongly suggested. Music, 
message and meditat ion are available online through our 

website at  www.unityofolympia.org and on FaceBook at  10:00 
on Sunday mornings. They cont inue to be available 

throughout  the week on the Unity of Olympia YouTube 
channel and website.

Music News

Seasons Greet ings Unity Family!

I hope each of you have special plans for this winter season. For me, every day can feel like Christmas, 
especially when I begin the day with vintage Christmas music. Lol  The soothing st rains of Bing Crosby's 
"White Christmas" is such a beaut iful pairing with my morning cup of coffee.

Unity of Olympia has some really enj oyable events in December and all of 
the ext ra music brings a smile to mine and Terri Charles face. She and I love 
singing carols, especially with the ent ire community!

Winter brings celebrat ion, service opportunit ies, ref lect ion and more 
chances for inward j ourneying. I appreciate the way John Boswell pens the 
idea of winter:

"Winter, a lingering season, is a t ime to gather golden moments, embark 
upon a sent imental j ourney, and enj oy every idle hour."

John Boswell

". . .  and enj oy every idle hour" it  paints such a beaut iful picture of warming 
your toes by the f ire as snow soft ly piles upon the pines. Those types of 
scenes, I call picturesque meditat ions.

Our upcoming performer on December 12th is LaVon Hardison. I will be accompanying her on piano-- she 
is such a beaut iful spirit  and I can hardly wait  to have her grace us with her except ional personality and 
talent . Come j oin us!

As the days grow darker and the rain visits more regularly, I do hope you'll t reat  your heart  to an 
in-person Unity service. Nothing like a brill iant  message paired with a good old fashioned Christmas 
sing-a-long to nourish the spirit !  We love seeing your smiling eyes and it  gives us all an opportunity to 
bask in the glow of one another's presence.

May each of you f ind sweet  peace and playfulness this holiday season-- I'm so looking forward to sharing 
this special t ime with you.

With Love,

Janene Cummings, Music Minister

http://www.unityofolympia.org
https://www.facebook.com/UnityofOlympia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOeTv-kuTh9aV3xWDL0i4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOeTv-kuTh9aV3xWDL0i4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOeTv-kuTh9aV3xWDL0i4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOeTv-kuTh9aV3xWDL0i4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtOeTv-kuTh9aV3xWDL0i4A
http://www.unityofolympia.org
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Youth and Family Minist r ies

__________________________
__________________

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqkPdIjjSFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnR5HDfR3JI
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Business News

BOARD CHAIR'S REPORT

In October Cynthia Dallas was appointed to the Board. We welcome Cynthia, and we look forward to 
working with her as part  of the governing group. We st il l have one posit ion to f il l for the Board to 
complete our full complement . Please contact  a Board member if  interested in serving in this capacity.

Over the course of the next  f ive months, the Board will be reading, as a group, How Your Church Family 
Works by Peter Steinke. Our goal is bonding and understanding the nuances of relat ionships within the 
church system.

As of this writ ing, the Vision Team has f inished its work. In conj unct ion with the team?s efforts, John 
Wimberly, a church consultant , j oined many of our church members for a Zoom gathering on November 
7th. Result ing from that  meet ing, some on the Board will be working on st rategic planning.

A survey was sent  out  via email on November 15, asking people how they feel about  the possibilit y of 
leaving our church property and buildings. Here are the survey results from the 53 people who 
responded:

(1) Were you aware the Visioning Group is recommending the sale of the building and property?

Yes 87% No 13%

(2) Are you willing to support  a move in this direct ion?

Yes 83% No 17%

(3) If  you are not  support ing a sale, will you act ively part icipate in a new group to create a plan 
to address on-going building maintenance and security concerns including but  not  limited to: 
making buildings accessible (ADA compliant ), increase internet  bandwidth, increase security, and 
provide general property maintenance? (There were 20 responses to this quest ion.)

Yes 55% No 45%

Seven (7) people volunteered to work on such a commit tee. If  anyone else is interested, please 
contact  Rev Terry.

With Christmas j ust  around the corner, may your holidays be f il led with merriment , and may you f ind 
the heart felt  peace and connect ion that  you so desire!

Nancy Camenzind

Board Chair

Community News

Community News is a new sect ion we're adding to the monthly newslet ter. It  will report  moves, 
deaths, births, new members, etc. If  you want  to make a notat ion about  someone in the 

newslet ter, please contact  Dennis Godwin at  d.godwin@comcast .net .

mailto:d.godwin@comcast.net.
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Business News

FINANCE TEAM

Our church runs on a well-thought -out  budget  that  uses every dollar to support  all the amazing people 
and things that  are involved with our community. Our upcoming January 30-Day Challenge is also a 
fundraiser. This will help to balance the expenses and the income. At  this t ime the out -go exceeds the 
income. The goal of the fundraiser is $5,000 and will narrow this gap.

The Finance Team encourages your part icipat ion in the challenge. It?s a fun and an insight ful 
opportunity to use spiritual pract ices and grow your consciousness. January 2022 starts a New Year. 
What  shif ts in your thoughts and act ivit ies do you want?

If  you have quest ions about  the church f inances or need ideas for the challenge, you can contact  Mary 
Ellen or Carolyn.

Mary Ellen Psalt is Carolyn Hendricks
TheRecipeWriter@hotmail.com bellplayer1@comcast .net
360.280.1408 360.438.5142

The 30-Day Challenge and Fundraiser

You are invited to j oin the Unity Community for an empowering start  to your 2022. 

The new year is a popular t ime to init iate ideas for changing ? lose weight , exercise, save money, be 
nicer. The Unity 30 Day Challenge is an opportunity to bring daily awareness into your life. It  is a path to 
rise above fear and worry and to create new ways of being.

Here?s the way it  will work:

Ident ify the habit  or behavior that  you want  to modify, release, or add. Maybe you 
want  to reduce added sugar or want  to add exercise. Write it  down with as much 
detail to help you get  clarity.

Make a commitment  to stay with the program through from January 1st  to January 
31st . Find your special j ar. Decide how much money you want  to put  into the j ar 
each day. Perhaps you decide on a $1.00. In the morning you put  in your dollar and 
call to mind your desired results. Or maybe you put  the money in the j ar at  night  
and ref lect  on how it  went . Each week there will be an e-blast  with power 
statements and ideas for Acts of Kindness.

Consciousness is all about  bringing recognit ion into the now. The daily checking in with your stated 
desires is powerful.  All through the month you will see your money growing. It  is a ref lect ion of the 
consciousness you are also growing.

The challenge will culminate on Sunday January 30th with an after service/ drive-thru event  at  the 
church. You can drop off  your f inancial cont ribut ions and pick up a special gif t .  Your giving is above your 
regular giving and meant  to be an expression of your growth and grat itude for what  has t ranspired for 
your over the previous 30 days.

The goal for the 30-Day 2021 Challenge is $5,000.00, which cont ributes to the ant icipated annual 
fundraising.

Here?s to your best  year yet !
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Vision Team?s Work is Complete ? Here?s the Report

This team met  seven t imes though the group was not  ident ical each t ime. Overall,  42 people at tended 
though the maximum in any part icular group was less than two dozen. The November meet ing was the 
f inal gathering of this team. The goal of the team was to create a vision for a physical space that  
supports this minist ry into the 21st  century. They?ve determined that  our minist ry would be best  
served by releasing our current  facilit y and relocat ing in a new locat ion. Furthermore, they 
recommend that  entering into a lease agreement  rather than purchasing a new facilit y immediately. 
This recommendat ion has been forwarded to the Board of Directors for review.

The following lists ref lect  the priorit ies of a building that  will best  serve this spiritual community into 
the future. The four groups ? Building, Sanctuary, Youth and Exterior ? are of equal importance. The 
items under each heading are listed in order of importance. We hold a vision for the right  and perfect  
manifestat ion of these qualit ies being made available for Unity of Olympia.

Building

1. Fellowship area ? funct ion & size - mult ipurpose
2. Visibilit y from the st reet
3. Accessible building ? (ADA Compliant )
4. Good heat ing and air circulat ion (air condit ioning?)
5. Kitchen - commercial appliances
6. Off ice space for staff  &amp; minister (minimum 3 off ices)
7. One building ? kids and adults together in one building

Sanctuary

1. Abilit y to elect ronically involve people ? access to great  internet
2. Good acoust ics
3. Plat form stage area large enough for piano, music, message, etc.
4. Sanctuary space with mult iple funct ions ? f lexible space
5. Giant  screen for proj ect ion

Youth

1. Classrooms wired for current  technology
2. Minimum two (2) youth educat ion classrooms, preferably three (3) (one that  could also serve as 

a game room and meet ing room/ adult  educat ion room)
3. Youth Minist ry close to sanctuary ? a place for kids to play &amp; be creat ive as well as step 

into the congregat ion when appropriate
4. Age-appropriate bathroom accommodat ions
5. 1 minimum classroom with art  sink
6. Infant / toddler room adj acent  to sanctuary with plexiglass; soundproofed but  service audio 

piped in

Exterior

1. Security for membership and the building ? Adequate Parking lot  ? good light ing for sense of 
security, evening classes

2. Small piece of property ? small grounds ? low maintenance
3. Aesthet ically pleasing - Beauty inside of the sanctuary
4. Outdoor space (covered?) for adults and children to play OR Play area onsite or close to a park.

Announcements
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ALTERNATIVE VISION FOR UNITY OF OLYMPIA ? creat ing an alternate plan for our future

Several of our members have expressed a desire to stay in our current  locat ion. Some of our members 
are okay with moving but  feel st rongly that  it?s important  to purchase a new home rather than lease 
something that  may or may not  be permanent . Many of our members have quest ions that  have come 
up through the process: How much is our current  property worth? Where will we go? How much would 
it  cost  to buy something? If  we enter into a lease agreement , will we ever have the funds to purchase 
another property? Isn?t  there a way we can stay where we are? These are good quest ions and they 
deserve to be addressed.

Let?s get  together and see what  Spirit?s direct ion can do in and through us.

Wednesday January 12th 6:30?8:00 on Zoom. (Contact  Rev Terry in advance for in person at tendance.)

If  you missed the John Wimberly presentat ion last  month ? put  this on your calendar!

"The Next  50 Years"
December 8th 6:30 ? 7:30 on Zoom -- or in person after service on January 16th. 

John Wimberly is a ret ired minister turned church consultant  with many years of 
successfully guiding minist ries for growth; both spiritually and in Sunday at tendance. 
The informat ion he provided our community is vital,  and it?s necessary for all those 
who wish to see our community thrive to understand what  he shared with us. Please 
plan on j oining us at  one of the two recaps being facilitated by Reverend Terry. 
Register on our website under "Events".

Join Zoom Meet ing
ht tps:/ / us02web.zoom.us/ j / 86745170918
Meet ing ID: 867 4517 0918
Passcode: Next50
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,86745170918# US (Tacoma)

Celebrate the Holidays at  Unity of Olympia

We?re pleased to be open for holiday gatherings. If  you?ll be at tending our Christmas Eve 
service from home, let  us know so we can send you a candle and other supplies for the 
Burning Bowl and White Stone ceremonies in January. We will be taking precaut ions for 
everyone?s health and safety. Each part icipant  at  our in-person events will be required to:

- provide contact  informat ion for COVID t rack and t racing (used only if  necessary)
- wear a mask over the nose and mouth while inside our buildings
- be free of any fever or other symptoms of il l health

We are co-creat ing a realit y of health and well-being for our ALL!

Announcements cont.

Special Events

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86745170918
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Special Events cont.

December 4th 1:30pm |  Spir itGroups Celebrat ion Circle

Everyone?s invited! Please j oin us for this special Celebrat ion of the 
living manifestat ion of our Values: Connect ion; Diversity; 
Authent icity; Evolving Spiritualit y; and Service. Each one of these 
values have been expressed in our small group minist ries over the 
past  f ive years. This party is an opportunity to honor one another 
(especially the group leaders!) and aff irm the Divine expressing through all of us!

Winter Solst ice Spiral Walk |  12/21, 6:00-8:00pm

Please j oin with family, friends, & neighbors at  Unity of Olympia in this 
sacred winter ritual of honoring the darkness as we welcome the coming 
light . Featuring live music with Janene Cummings and Terri Charles. 
Regist rat ion for this event  is requested, though walk-ins are welcome. Please 
visit  the events tab of our website to register. 

Christmas Eve Sing-a-long and Candlelight  Service |  12/24, 6:30pm

Please j oin us for a t radit ional Christmas Carol Sing-a-long at  6:30pm, 
followed by a Candlelight  service at  7:00pm. Regist rat ion is requested, 
though walk-ins are welcome. Masks required. Please visit  the events tab on 
our website to register.

New Members Class |  12/12 & 1/9 |  After service, 1:00-3:00pm

Facilitated by Rev. Terry Murray. This New Member orientat ion is an 
opportunity to learn more about  Unity of Olympia and the history of the 
Unity Movement . New members will get  to spend t ime with each other 
and some of our church leaders. This is a sacred t ime of renewal and 
community. This class will be in-person. To request  Zoom at tendance, 
please contact  off ice@unityofolympia.org. Regist rat ion available on our 
website and in the church lobby.

Special Musical Guest  - LaVonne Hardison |  12/12,10:00am

Please j oin us as we welcome back our friend and special guest , LaVonne Hardison as she graces 
us with her music, accompanied by our own Janene Cummings!
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Special Events cont.

New Thought  Bible Study Book Group |  Saturdays, 9:30am

For the curious, the doubtful and the wishful thinkers

Many people believe the best  way to study the Bible is to read the Bible 
? but  maybe it?s not . Unity teaches that  the Bible is the story of the 
evolut ion of consciousness; the changing awareness of humanity?s 
relat ionship with God and one another. The Fillmore?s (Unity?s founders) 
were more interested in the meaning behind the stories than whether 
the stories of the Bible were factual or not . Current  biblical and 
archaeological scholarship offers us informat ion that  j ust  wasn?t  
available a hundred years ago ? or even f if t y years ago. Join Reverend Terry on a new 
adventure in 2022 with John Shelby Spong, Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan. Register 
online under "Events".

Join Zoom Meet ing:
ht tps:/ / us02web.zoom.us/ j / 88337708878
Meet ing ID: 883 3770 8878
Passcode: NTBible

- January 8 ? February 28: Reclaiming the Bible for a Non-Religious World; Spong
- March 7 ? April 11: The Last  Week; Borg & Crossan
- May 2 ? May 23: Meet ing Jesus Again for the First  Time; Borg
- May 39 ? July 11: Sins of Scripture; Spong
- July 18 ? August  29: Biblical Literalism: A Gent ile Heresy; Spong
- September 12 ? October 17: The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Myst ic; Spong
- October 24 ? November 21: Unbelievable; Spong
- November 28 ? December 19: The First  Christmas; Borg

Create Your Own Vision 2022 |  January 1, 1:00-4:00pm

Join Reverend Terry and friends in creat ing your Vision Board for 2020. This experience puts 
pictures and words to the intent ions we hold for ourselves and the world. We put  our prayers 
in form by creat ing a visual reminder of our intent ions. "Change your thoughts, change your 
life, change the world"

Poster paper, magazines, glue, scissors, markers and tape all provided. Please feel free to 
bring addit ional supplies if  you want  to. Pot luck Hospitalit y table available. Regist rat ion 
requested, please visit  our website.

Save the Date

January 2nd:  Burning Bowl with Reverend Terry Murray

January 9th: White Stone Ceremony with Audrey Pitchford, Licensed Unity Teacher

January 9th:  New Members Class with Reverend Terry Murray

January 16th:  The Next 50 Years with Reverend Terry, 11:30 in the sanctuary

January 8th:  Class in Prayer (in-person) with Audrey Pitchford
(a separate Zoom class will also be offered January 15, 22, & 29.)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88337708878
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Within Our Minist ry

Prayer Team

Happy Holidays! After two years of limited contact  with others, many of us are venturing out  to 
celebrate with family and friends. Let 's all be conscious of the fact  that  the holidays are not  
always happy for everyone. Many people have had losses during the holidays, and it  can be an 
especially hard t ime for them. Let  us be mindful that  grief has no t imeline and while it  can 
lessen with the passage of t ime it  never goes away ent irely.

The Prayer Team is here to support  you in your j ourney 
whatever it  may be. We are here to support  the congregat ion, 
the minister, and each other. We invite you to put  a prayer 
request  in the prayer box and if  you would like a personal 
phone call with a prayer, please indicate that . One of our 
prayer team members will call and pray with you. You may also 
request  an e-mail prayer. Silent  Unity is available day and night  
for any prayer need. Call 816-969-2000 or unity.org/ prayer

We will be start ing t raining classes for prayer team members in January. If  you are interested in 
being on the prayer team, please contact  one of our members or talk to Rev. Terry. We welcome 
anyone wishing to j oin us. Current  prayer team members are Linda Ihrig, Audrey Pitchford, 
Penny Parsons, Cynthia Dallas, Sue Howseman, and Nancee Gordana.

Dear sweet  spirit ,  we aff irm that  we are One with you. During this holiday season, bless each of 
us with compassion, understanding, and love. We know our deepest  human need is to feel 
connect ion with each other. We know that  we are spiritual beings having a human experience. 
We are in the f low of life, open and recept ive to our highest  good as we let  go of anything that  
no longer serves us. With peace in our hearts, we cont ribute to peace on the planet . We are 
light  bearers, sending light  into the world and helping to raise the consciousness on the planet . 
We see a world that  works for everyone. Bless our j ourney wherever it  may take us.

Namaste. Penny Parsons
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Happening at  Unity of Olympia

Weekly Pop- Up Acupuncture Clinic

Tuesdays 2-7 pm*,  Saturdays 2-6 pm* 

* Last appointment begins 1 hour before closing?

Olympia Community Acupuncture is a nonprof it  community acupuncture clinic offering 
affordable group acupuncture, in a peaceful set t ing. Payments are on a sliding scale from 
$20-50, Pay What  You Can Afford- no quest ions asked. Treatments are individualized to address 
your part icular health concerns. At  Olympia Community Acupuncture we st rive to make 
acupuncture affordable and accessible to as many people as possible.  Visit  
ht tps:/ /www.olycommunityacu.org/

So much fun at  the Soup-er Sunday event ! Thank you to all that  part icipated and helped with 
this event . Our Giving Tree was fully claimed as well!  Thank you to all who chose a name of a 
child to support . Please note: wrapped and labeled gif ts are due back to the church by 12/ 12! If  
you did not  record your name with the child that  you chose for our records, please contact  
Jessica at  off ice@unityofolympia.org!

A Special Note

https://www.olycommunityacu.org/
mailto:office@unityofolympia.org
https://www.thurstontalk.com/2021/09/20/volunteering-matters-giving-back-in-thurston-county-fills-the-heart/?fbclid=IwAR0zT07YWbe4pSHMqOMAHxK6-Ma79gZ8Q_B71tT7jlkFPrdvcUgCm4okna0
https://www.thurstontalk.com/2021/09/20/volunteering-matters-giving-back-in-thurston-county-fills-the-heart/?fbclid=IwAR0zT07YWbe4pSHMqOMAHxK6-Ma79gZ8Q_B71tT7jlkFPrdvcUgCm4okna0
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Community Out reach

?Mart in Way? Shelter for the Homeless

I invite you to celebrate with grat itude our creat ive efforts and commitment  to this Sacred 
Service. In partnership with Interfaith Works, we have supported this temporary shelter for one 
and half  years. On December 5, Meg Mart in will j oin us in celebrat ing the opening of? UNITY 
COMMONS-the permanent  shelter, now located at  2828 Mart in Way.

However, our service can cont inue in a dif ferent  way. Many items are needed to make Unity 
Commons feel like home for some of our most  vulnerable neighbors. WE CAN HELP. Flyers are 
available with detail informat ion on items needed.

A direct  link to reserve items of your choice is www.DreamList .com/ of/ unitycommonsdropoff .

WE have and will cont inue to bless so many thru our cont inued vision of t ransforming our world 
through kindness.

Current  Service Opportunit ies

This Holiday season, we are so blessed to be back into our Spiritual Home. Here are many 
opportunit ies to part icipate through the Holidays. Please contact  Cathy at  
communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org or sign-up in the lobby to volunteer your service.

Christmas Gifts - The Giving Tree

Another Tradit ion successfully launched!! At  Souper Sunday gathering ? November 21, the 
children names were shared. Please wrap and place an adhesive label with child?s name on the 
package. If  a child is receiving mult iple gif ts, place in a larger bag in order to keep them 
together. Gif ts will be collected each Sunday in December up unt il the deadline of December 
12. Please contact  Cathy if  you have any quest ions about  this.

Winter Solst ice Spiral Walk - December 21, 6:00-8:00 pm

This year we are able to have the Spiral Walk INDOORS! Preparat ion for this event  takes the 
help of many. Safety protocol will be required and advanced regist rat ion. Set -up for the spiral 
walk will be on December 21 at  12:00 pm. A Sign-Up sheet  is available at  the Events Table. We 
are also taking donat ions of f ir boughs. These can be gathered and delivered to the Breezeway 
beginning December 1.

Christmas Eve Candlelight  Service - December 24, 6:30 pm

The evening will begin at  6:30 pm with a sing-a-long followed with a Candle Light  Service at  
7:00 pm. Two volunteers are needed to help Rev.Terry with set -up on Thursday, December 23 at  
2:00 pm

Happy Holidays,

Community Engager - Cathy

http://www.DreamList.com/of/unitycommonsdropoff
mailto:communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org
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Interfaith Works

Interfaith WORKS for the Community

Dear Unity Friends,

You are about  to witness an incredible dream come t rue in our community. Very soon, in 
mid-December UNITY COMMONS at  2828 Mart in Way will be complete. The f ive-story apartment  
complex will provide support ive housing for 65 people. AND 60 overnight  beds will shelter those 
living on the st reet , PLUS there will be six respite beds for those newly released from the 
hospital with no place to go.

Furthermore, the const ruct ion proj ects are on-budget , funded by j oint  ventures of county and 
city grants, as well as donat ions. Way to go, Olympia! Unity will be collect ing donat ions near the 
IW bullet in board unt il December 11. Cathy Evans has planned to deliver items to the drop off  
locat ion on that  day.

We are so proud of Interfaith Works and the dream of IW Director Meg Mart in and others in 
bringing this alive. If  you would like to make a f inancial donat ion, you can visit  the Interfaith 
Works website. Meg will j oin us at  the Unity service Dec. 5 to explain how we can help with this 
massive community proj ect  called ?Raise the House.? www.interfaith-works.org

Our faithful ?Lunch Bunch? who have provided lunches to sheltered people every Wednesday 
own a piece of this proact ive service.

In other news:

The IW Program Council is forming plans for 2022 that  include a resource list  of indigenous 
topics; possible historic signage at  Priest  Point  Park in collaborat ion with the Squaxin Island 
people and Thurston County Historic Commission, deepen connect ion with Learning Right  
Relat ions, draft  a statement  support ing the Nat ional Truth and Reconciliat ion Commit tee.

We are extending special thanks to the First  Christ ian Church for many years, and the First  
United Methodist  Church to being temporary homes and shelters during the const ruct ion of Unity 
Commons.

Interfaith Works encourages each of us to work in our various communit ies to understand the 
impacts of racism and recognize how we as a church can deeply engage in racial equity work in 
who we are, what  we do, and how we operate.

Submit ted by Sandy Crowell and Ann Chenhall

http://www.interfaith-works.org
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