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Dear Friends,

Summer has j ust  begun and we?ve already broken records 
with temperatures we never imagined possible here in the 
Pacif ic Northwest . Our community has begun meet ing in our 
sanctuary and Sunday morning at tendance has been lower 
than we ever imagined! ON PURPOSE!! Many, if  not  most  of 
our members have been vaccinated against  COVID-19; and 
now there?s a new DELTA st rain that  science is st il l studying to 
determine whether the original vaccine will protect  against  it .  And 
polit ically ? well,  I won?t  even go there! Things are weird, don?t  you 
think?

When things get  weird we seek understanding. It?s part  of our human 
nature. I?ve come to believe, more and more, that  our human nature 
is cont inuously leading us in our spiritual quest . The things that  come 
up for us are the road signs; invitat ions to expand our spiritual 
understanding of who we are as individuals and as community. 
Spiritual principle is the foundat ion we must  stand on, in order to be 
the blessing we?ve come here to be.

The month of July is focused on the power of Understanding. Our 
aff irmat ion for the month is:

With spiritual understanding, I know everything is 
unfolding for my highest good.

Looking at  the world, it  may seem like a st retch: put t ing faith in the 
idea that  everything is unfolding for our highest  good. Yet , that  is 
exact ly what  we?re called to do. We can seek to understand the 
world around us, beginning with the awareness that  we are seeing 
through our own lens. We can seek to understand how others see the 
world, invit ing compassion and empathy. Ult imately, we seek to 
understand how the Divine Presence of God interacts in the world, 
through humanity, individually and collect ively.

With spiritual understanding, we know that  we are the ones called to 
share love, peace, hope and j oy. We are the ones who will be the 
change we wish to see. It?s a weird thing, for sure. But  we are the 
ones invit ing others to know that  everything is unfolding for the 
highest  good. Through faith and spiritual understanding, we see God?s 
presence now.

Love and Laughter ? Reverend Terry

Sunday Celebrat ion 
Services 10 a.m.

Live St ream and 
recordings are available 

on our website under the 
Media tab

Rev. Terry Murray, Minister

Board Members:

Nancy Camenzind, Chair

Dennis Godwin, Vice-Chair

Paul Swanda, Treasurer

Greg Psalt is, Secretary

Staff Team Members:

Janene Cummings , Music Director

Lisa Pet rich, Youth Educat ion

Marlisa Hollinger, Bookkeeper

Jessica Mart ino, Off ice Admin.

Unity of Olympia 
Office hours:

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
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Olympia, WA 98502 

off ice@unityofolympia.org
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Sundays in the Sanctuary

In person services by regist rat ion only!

Due the volume of people who have registered for in-person Sunday services, we have divided 
at tendees into A and B groups. Upon regist rat ion, you will be assigned to a group and informed of 
your rotat ion dates. Regist rat ion for the upcoming Sunday must  be done by 3:00pm on 
Fridays.  

Every Friday an email will be generated confirming your spot  for the Sunday three days later. If  
you don?t  receive an email when you were expect ing one, please let  Jessica (Off ice 
Administ rator) know. And make sure to check your email?s j unk or spam folder.

Our regist rat ion process has been revised to allow people to sign up for one specif ic Sunday, as 
well.  We hope this will encourage folks who are not  ready to commit  to regular at tendance an 
opportunity to at tend once and see how it  lands for them. Or perhaps we?ll have guests who 
have never at tended Unity of Olympia before.

If  you are interested in at tending but  have not  yet  registered, go to 
ht tps:/ / unityofolympia.org/ register/ .  Masks and 6-foot  social distancing will be required.

A Sunday Celebrat ion service will be broadcast  live on our website, YouTube channel and 
Facebook page. If  you have any quest ions at  all,  please contact  our Jessica at  
off ice@unityofolympia.org.

Thank you.

https://unityofolympia.org/register/
mailto:office@unityofolympia.org
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Music News

Happy Summer, Unity Family--

I t rust  you are all wringing out  every ounce of goodness within 
these sunny days!

This month we celebrate the birthday of our nat ion-- our 
benchmark of freedom. I l ike the way Nelson Mandela sums up 
freedom:

"For to be free is not  merely to cast  off  one?s chains, but  to live 
in a way that  respects and enhances the freedom of others.?

Last  month, the lovely Terri Charles j oined us and what  a t reat  
that  has been!! Her enthusiasm & talent  has been sorely missed and we are so lucky to 
have her back. She and I look forward to sharing Sunday's with you all again.

On the 18th of this month, Lauri and Eric will be back to grace us with their musical gif ts-- 
you won't  want  to miss this beaut iful t reat !

Wishing you all an amazing July; may freedom ring throughout  your heart -- throughout  our 
ent ire world!

Warmly--

Janene Cummings

Music Director
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Youth and Family Minist r ies
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Business News

Treasurer 's Report

From the June 11, 2021 Finance Team Meeting

- May income/ expense Statement : For the month of May we had t ithes and love offerings 
at  $10,246 with total income at  $11,513 When income ($11,513) is compared to 
expenses ($13,681) the church had a negat ive balance of =$2,168. May was a blessed 
month with $26,617 in checking and a loan balance at  Timberland of $2,150 . The 
f inance team asked that  the Check Register be added to the f inancial reports start ing in 
July.

- Unity of Olympia Financial Audit :  The church will conduct  a f inancial audit  in 2021 using 
a guide provided by Reverend Terry. It  was agreed that  the church bookkeeper and the 
t reasurer should be present . Reverend Terry agreed to f ind other church members to 
complete the audit  team. The bookkeeper was provided the guide and has compiled the 
f inancial documents needed. The bookkeeper forecasted the actual audit  would take 
four hours, then we would prepare and present  the report  before the end of September 
2021.The audit  period was decided to be the last  church f iscal year, April 1, 2020 to 
March 30, 2021.

- Discussion: Changing website provider and, database management  cont inues. It  was 
agreed that  in the case of credit  card failures by donors to Wild Apricot , that  the 
t reasurer will reach out  to the donor when the failed t ransact ion shows up. Work 
cont inues with contact ing those church donors who dropped out  during the donor 
t ransit ion in February.The Finance team decided to reword it?s Mission Statement  using a 
suggest ion from Paul: ?Members of the Finance Team will serve each other to achieve 
success in all their act ivit ies?. And the Unity of Olympia mission statement  to celebrate, 
meditate, learn and serve = to aff irm the divine in all.  Members will return in July with 
their own revisions to the Finance Team?s Mission Statement .

Community News

Community News is a new sect ion we're adding to the monthly newslet ter. It  will report  moves, 
deaths, births, new members, etc. If  you want  to make a notat ion about  someone in the 
newslet ter, please contact  Dennis Godwin at  d.godwin@comcast .net .

Announcements

mailto:d.godwin@comcast.net.


6                  Spirit  of Unity    2021

Special Events

The Mysteries of the Dead Sea Scrolls
with  Ian Werret t ,  Ph.D.

Sundays, July 11 and 18 |  11:30 am 

Please j oin us in welcoming guest  speaker, Ian Werret t ,  Ph.D. to Unity of Olympia. Ian will be speaking 
during Sunday service and then present ing two lectures to our community about  the Mysteries of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. We hope you will j oin us for this very special event . Cost : $100 per person. Please bring a 
brown bag lunch.

Lecture One ? Sunday, July 11, 11:30 am

?Caves and Quest ions: The Discovery and Contents of the Dead Sea Scrolls?

Lecture Two ? Sunday, July 18, 11:30 am 

?Sects, Movements, and Scripture: The Greco-Roman Context  of the Scrolls?

Course Descript ion:

In 1947, in a cave along the northwest  shore of the Dead Sea, a young Bedouin shepherd from Bethlehem 
made one of the most  important  archaeological f inds of the 20th century ? the so-called Dead Sea Scrolls.  
In the ensuing years, archaeologists and Bedouin succeeded in recovering over nine-hundred scrolls from a 
total of eleven caves near an ancient  site known as Khirbet  Qumran.  The discovery of these ancient  
Jewish texts, which include the oldest  known copies of the books of the Old Testament , have completely 
revolut ionized our understanding of Second Temple Judaism, the composit ional history of the Hebrew 
Bible, and the era in which the early Christ ian community came into existence. As a brief int roduct ion to 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, this two-part  lecture series will focus on the discovery of the scrolls, their contents, 
maj or themes, and the larger world in which these texts were collected and composed. 

Biography:

Ian Werret t  is a Professor of Religious Studies at  Saint  Mart in's University and an internat ionally recognized 
expert  on the Dead Sea Scrolls.  He earned his Ph.D. from the University of St . Andrews in Biblical Studies 
and Second Temple Judaism (2006) and has published art icles on Jewish purity pract ices, Greco-Roman 
libraries, and literacy in the ancient  world.  Werret t  has worked on the Dead Sea Scrolls in Jerusalem, 
acted as a member of the Pacif ic Science Center?s Dead Sea Scrolls Speaker?s Bureau, and published a 
monograph with Brill Academic Publishers ent it led Ritual Purity and the Dead Sea Scrolls (2007).

Regist rat ion is available on our website, ht tps:/ / unityofolympia.org/ event -4291265

https://unityofolympia.org/event-4291265
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Special Events cont.

Sunday, August  22 |  Annual Summer Picnic

This year?s summer party will be "Clean & Easy" for 
our annual picnic on Sunday August  22, right  after the 
church service. Join friends, family and meet  others 
for lunch. Tables will set  up inside and out  so people 
can distance as necessary for personal comfort  and 
safety.

A buffet  of sandwiches, salads, chips, drinks and cake 
will be served. A donat ion of $5.00 is requested for 
each person, but  you are invited to give as much as you want . There is no need to bring 
anything except  for your open heart  and hopefully your sunglasses.

Mark your calendars, you don't  want  to miss it !
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Within Our Minist ry

Prayer Team

Happy Summer!

Our Spiritualit y isn?t  j ust  a thinking or meditat ing on our 
principles and powers. It?s important  to recognize how our 
spiritualit y also walks the earth with us. In Grounded 
Spiritualit y by Jeff Brown, he reminds us that  spiritualit y isn?t  
j ust  being on the mountaintop but  requires that  it  be f leshed in 
us as well.  In other words, it  is put  into realist ic pract ice.

?In Pocket  Peace, Allan (Lokos) walks us through the world, asks 
us to pay at tent ion, to stay awake inside and out , and f il ls our 
pockets to overf lowing with small,  good things to do.? Having 
enj oyed this book, I wanted to share its self-care act ivit ies, and give you the following list  to 
ref lect  on this summer. Of course, you can pick what  speaks to you. But  there are many more to 
choose from in Allan Lokos? book. It  makes great  reading and is a summer easy book. Have fun!

- ?For one week carry at  least  f ive one-dollar bills with you wherever you go, and do not  
walk past  anyone who is asking for help.

- Perform spontaneous acts of generosity.
- For a week, several t imes a day, as you are about  to do something, anything, even the 

simplest  of acts, ask yourself ,  What?s my intent ion?
- At  least  once a year, go through your belongings, choose one that  you really like, and 

designate it  to be given away.
- Consider whether it?s more important  for you to be right  or happy.
- On a regular basis, choose a part icular situat ion and pract ice Beginner?s Mind. 

(Beginner?s Mind sees past  what  it  knows and openly embraces all possibilit ies)
- Spend a few quiet  moments at  the end of the day considering and encouraging your most  

posit ive thinking.
- Envision your t rue self .  You can love yourself  and all beings.?

Those are j ust  a sampling of so many wonderful act ivit ies you can choose to pract ice to bring 
spiritualit y into your daily living this summer. I highly recommend this book for some great  
pract ices. Perhaps you are aware of a few of those ment ioned above. But  there are so many 
more pract ical act ivit ies!

Book Review by Nancee Gordana



9                  Spirit  of Unity    2021

Within Our Minist ry cont.

Join the Visioning Team ? July 16 th 5:00 pm

Our Visioning Teams Goals: Clarify the next  steps in our 
community?s life by answering these quest ions:

What  is ours to do? How do we fulf il l our Vision? What  actual 
steps are we going to take to do our part  toward a world 
powerfully t ransformed through spiritual awakening?

We?re using the out line from The Creat ive Process ident if ied by 
Charles Fillmore and Eric But terworth:

1. Pray. We make a commitment  to a process led by the 
Divine presence within us.

2. Voice our immediate react ions - thoughts and feelings. Then sort  them out  a bit .
3. Ask the quest ion: Who have we come here to be?
4. Clarify and invite enthusiasm.
5. Brainstorming support ive ideas.
6. Creat ion of the Big Plan.
7. Celebrat ion.

We?ve spent  the f irst  two weeks on steps 1 and 2, listed above, with a wide range of thoughts 
and feelings. Thoughts range from ?I love our locat ion? to ?We should hire an at torney? and 
about  a hundred more ideas. Feelings range from excitement  to deep grief and even 
exasperat ion. At  the end of the second gathering on June 18th we spend a lit t le t ime on the 3rd 
step. Here are the responses we recorded.

1. Increase young people & family part icipat ion
2. Increase at tendance at  educat ional classes
3. Create a welcoming atmosphere
4. Increase energy
5. Do educat ional out reach on mult iple plat forms
6. Make "Unity" well-known in our community - increase market ing
7. Meet  the needs of the people at tending now
8. Provide avenues of service and inclusive events

From those responses I?m suggest ing the following possibilit ies for discussion about  Who We?ve 
Come Here to Be at  July?s gathering:

1. We have come here to SHARE Unity teachings.
2. We have come here for JOY in spiritual community.
3. We have come here to BE KNOWN in Thurston County.
4. We have come here to SERVE within our spiritual community and beyond.

I invite you into prayer, contemplat ion and ref lect ion on these possibilit ies. Talk with other 
members about  these ideas and get  their feedback. Pray about  it  some more. And consider 
at tending the next  Visioning Team Group on July 16 th at  5:00 pm, either in person or on zoom. 
Register at  www.unityofolympia.org/ events (scroll down to locate the Visioning Team 
informat ion or switch to "calendar view").

http://www.unityofolympia.org/events
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Happening at  Unity of Olympia

New Women?s Book Study Group

Every Wednesday, 4:00p |  Meeting in the church library

Join Reverend Terry for a weekly book study. This group will focus on 
?Spiritual Not  Religious? books beginning with The Fif th Agreement . Don 
Miguel Ruiz and Don Jose Ruiz published this book in 2010 as a follow up 
to The Four Agreements, calling it  ?A Pract ical Guide to Self-Mastery.? 

The Sunday lessons in June will address each of the f irst  Four Agreements and their relat ionship 
to Unity and New Thought  teachings. Register online at  UnityofOlympia.org.

Mindful Consciousness Yoga

Every Tuesday, 10:00-11:30a |Facilitated by Carol Ramstack

Classes are designed for the senior body but open to all ages. We will 
focus on a relaxat ion, mindfulness, along with very gent le yoga poses; 
all with attent ion to the breath. This is a combinat ion mat/chair class. If 

one is unable to safely get up and down from the floor, the pract ice can be done replacing the 
mat with a chair. Please bring your own yoga mat to each class along with any other props you 
use to make yourself comfortable. A small blanket or towel would be helpful.

Suggested donation: $10

Please contact Carol direct ly if you have any quest ions.

Weekly Pop- Up Acupuncture Clinic

Tuesdays 2-7 pm*,  Saturdays 2-6 pm* 

* Last appointment begins 1 hour before closing?

Olympia Community Acupuncture is a nonprof it  community acupuncture clinic offering 
affordable group acupuncture, in a peaceful set t ing. Payments are on a sliding scale from 
$20-50, Pay What  You Can Afford- no quest ions asked. Treatments are individualized to address 
your part icular health concerns. At  Olympia Community Acupuncture we st rive to make 
acupuncture affordable and accessible to as many people as possible. Visi t 
https://www.olycommunityacu.org/

https://unityofolympia.org/events
https://www.olycommunityacu.org/
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Community Out reach

Phantom Gardeners? . 

Here is a service proj ect  that  calls out  to you.

The backyard at  Unity is in dire need of our at tent ion. There is 
not  a special date or t ime to gather so call a friend or come on 
your own.

Wear your favorite gardening clothes, bring your well-loved 
garden tools: gloves, weed puller, leaf rake, buckets, kneeling 
pad/ bench (smiling) and maybe even a lunch. Our shed has tools 
and if  arranged they may be made available. Arland and I can 
help with access.

Unity of Olympia is blessed to be in a natural set t ing. However, Mother Nature has worked 
overt ime in our ?backyard? this spring. Gardeners - create many piles? . The cleanup crew will 
follow.

Lunch Meal at  the Homeless Shelter

This is a request . 

Unity of Olympia cont inues to be an int ricate part  of support  to 
guests at  the Shelter who are temporarily housed at  First  
United Methodist  Church in Olympia. This part icular shelter 
provides a safe ?home? to those having signif icant  medical 
needs or compromised health. This month there were several 
in the hospital because of a health crisis.

Addit ional volunteers are needed for July 28 & ALL of August . 
Join a group or start  a group of friends with an interest . Please 
contact  Cathy, communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org.

Shower Bus ?Shower Power

In partnerships with Build A Bus Home (BABH), we are host ing a Shower Bus for the homeless. 
The bus is on the Unity campus the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 8:30am to 4:00pm. 
We are current ly serving 14 to 20 guests each week. Volunteers are welcomed or if  j ust  
interested, come by and visit .  Addit ional informat ion is available at  buildabushome.org or by 
contact ing Cathy at  communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org.

http://buildabushome.org
mailto:communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org
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Community Out reach cont.

Calling all mechanical design art ists!

We have an OPPORTUNITY for YOU!

Build a Bus Home already has an amazing SHOWER POWER TRAILER up and running ? providing 
free, hot  showers to people of low/ no income. We also have a clothing bank to provide fresh, 
clean clothes upon exit ing our showers. What?s next?

A laundry bus. We have the bus. We have the washers and dryers. We have the will ing hands to 
ret rof it  the bus and add a compost ing toilet .  What  we need is someone who could draw design 
prints for the plumbing and elect rical so that  we can get  this free laundry facilit y on the road. 
Can you help us?

If so, please contact  Lisa Gillot t i @ info@buildabushome.org. Or call 360.890.3133

A Parking Lot  Minist ry

As you may have not iced, we have ext ra cars in our church parking lot  on a regular basis. Our 
guests are residents at  the Evergreen Vista Apartments who are facing 
f inancial challenges that  have made it  dif f icult  to keep their vehicles 
licensed. We have agreed to provide a temporary locat ion for parking 
while they do work to renew their automobile regist rat ions as required.

We believe this is a Spirit  led decision and are honored to be able to 
serve. Addit ionally, we have created a fund to assist  those who are 
unable to secure renewed regist rat ions on their own. Applicants for 
f inancial assistance will part icipate with Unity of Olympia for an agreed upon period of t ime so 
we might  share our message of abundance and the power of prayer, provide two hours of 
service (to any non-prof it ) and meet  with Reverend Terry.

For all the details on the new Parking Lot  Minist ry click here. To volunteer to serve in this 
minist ry, send an email to Nancy Camenzind, Council of Trustees Chair at  cccnac@msn.com. You 
can cont ribute to the Parking Lot  Minist ry fund through our website or by mailing a check to 
1335 Fern St  SW, Olympia, 98502. If  mailing a check, please write a note for us. A donor has 
already agreed to provide $1200 toward this fund.

We are open to the sacred richness of our inf inite Source, j oyfully co-creat ing unlimited 
prosperity right  now.

https://www.unityofolympia.org/spiritual-social-action/#parkinglot
https://www.unityofolympia.org/spiritual-social-action/#parkinglot
mailto:cccnac@msn.com
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Interfaith Works

Interfaith WORKS for the Community

- Lunches st il l needed.  Our homeless community needs lunches! The Wednesday cont ribut ions have 
been gratefully accepted, but  our service to this community can?t  take a break. To help, please 
contact  Cathy Evans at  communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org

- Shelter News:  The 3434 Mart in Way shelter has encountered some licensing delays, so the First  
Methodist  Church will cont inue to house those without  homes unt il mid-summer. The 2828 Mart in 
Way facilit y is on t rack for opening its support ive housing units in December.

- Regist rat ion open for ?Faith Explorat ions Summer Camp.  July 26-30, 9a.m.-3p.m., FREE,  open 
to children grades 2-6. ht tps:/ / www.interfaith-works.org/ events.html

- Three openings on the IW Board of Directors are open to nominat ions.  Skills that  are desired 
but  not  required are f inancial and account ing.

- Interfaith Works is developing a Community Crisis Response Team to respond to incidents of hate 
in Thurston County. Do you have a skill or abilit y to volunteer? For example, perhaps you could 
provide carpent ry, paint ing, counseling, public relat ions, social services, or resource 
development . Maybe you?d be willing to provide spiritual support  or computer skills to develop a 
data base. For further informat ion, contact  Ann Chenhall at  annlc325@gmail.com. Watch for 
further informat ion about  this out reach act ivity.

- The Program Council discussed what  has been known as the Thanksgiving Celebrat ion.  The group 
is proposing a name change to ?Celebrat ion of Grat itude? to express gratefulness but  with 
cultural awareness toward indigenous peoples. The event  will st il l be planned for the Sunday 
afternoon before the Thanksgiving holiday. IW has deepened connect ions and awareness with 
t ribes in the past  year, and a name change ref lects a shif t  in healing and reconciliat ion.

- The Peace Day observat ion on September 21 st  will include the Peace Choir, planned to 
coordinate with the IW Annual Meet ing the same day.

- Other Announcements:

- Congratulat ions to the Center for Spir itual Living for their new home! The group has 
purchased the B'nai Torah building on Libby Road.

- The Alliance for Gun Responsibilit y is promot ing gun safety and giving away FREE gun 
locks to prevent  guns in the home from get t ing in the hands of children and to prevent  
accidental shoot ings. E-mail Ann Aubuchon (Center for Spiritual Living) and she will help 
you offer free gun locks to you members of your community. Her e-mail is 
annaubuchon@msn.com

Interfaith Works encourages each of us to continue work in our various communities for education on 
impacts of racism and how we as a church can more deeply engage in racial equity work in all facets of 
who we are, what we do, and how we operate.

Submit ted by Sandy Crowell and Ann Chenhall with notes from Corey Passons, IW Coordinator

mailto:communitycoordinator@unityofolympia.org
https://www.interfaith-works.org/events.html
mailto:annlc325@gmail.com
mailto:annaubuchon@msn.com
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